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Abstract 

This study seeks to analyze the legacy of the British Mandate over Palestine (1920-1948) and the 

extent to which this legacy shaped foreign policy in the Middle East. Given the critical 

importance of this historical period, the study poses the following question: To what extent did 

British policies during the Mandate period contribute to the entrenchment of political and 

geopolitical issues that continue to cast their shadow over the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the 

balance of power in the region as a whole? The study also assumes that the British approach to 

governing Palestine was not transient or circumstantial, but rather had a long-term strategic 

character, the repercussions of which are still evident in contemporary politics. 

Methodologically, the study relies on historical analysis and descriptive criticism, employing 

case studies to analyze key events, such as the Balfour Declaration, settlement policies, and the 

management of societal divisions, to understand the roots of the conflict and the role of the major 

powers in shaping the regional situation. 

The study highlights three main themes: 

The Historical Framework of the British Mandate: It illustrates how Britain exploited 

Palestine's strategic geographic location to bolster its imperial influence in the Middle East, 

shaping its policies to align with its economic and military interests, particularly in controlling 

trade routes and energy resources. 

The Impacts of the Balfour Declaration and Settlement Policies: The study sheds light on the 

profound impact of the Balfour Declaration (1917) on the demographic and political balance in 

Palestine. It also addresses settlement policies and British support for the Zionist project, which 

exacerbated ethnic and religious tensions in the region. 

The Geopolitical and Diplomatic Legacy: The study discusses how the Mandate period 

influenced the formation of national identities and border conflicts in the Middle East. It also 

analyzes how this era affected the role of major powers (initially Britain, and later the United 

States) in shaping foreign policy in the region. 

The study concludes that British policies during the Mandate were not merely responses to 

immediate interests but laid the groundwork for many of the current geopolitical challenges in 

https://dujhss.uod.edu.ly/


 

ةـ   ماعي 
ت  ةـ  والإج  ي  سان  ن  ةـ  للعلوم الإ  امعة  درن   ج 

لةــ   مج 
DERNA UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Available online at https://dujhss.uod.edu.ly/ 
P-ISSN: 2959-6475      E-ISSN: 2959-6483     Impact Factor: 0.82 

مج  
اــــــال لث  لدـ الي 

السادس  العدد
ر مب 

ت  2025  سي   
 

 Vol. 3, No. 6, Sep. 2025          117      د. عبد الجبار خليلية ...تداعيات الانتداب على الإرث البريطاني في فلسطين
 

the Middle East, particularly regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It recommends re-

evaluating this historical period to better understand the deep-rooted causes of present crises and 

to envision sustainable solutions. 

Keywords: British Mandate, Palestine, Foreign Policy, Middle East, Balfour Declaration. 
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