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Abstract
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This research sheds light on the Western model of the Arabic Renaissance, examining it
not merely as a fundamental dimension of the authenticity-versus-modernity dichotomy,
but as a central paradigm that has underpinned all contemporary Arab renaissance
currents. The inquiry into the Western model was never restricted to a pragmatic quest for
overcoming underdevelopment and achieving progress; rather, it fundamentally
encapsulated a profound questioning of the self in relation to the other within the
dialectics of dependency and isolationism. This confrontation generated divergent
intellectual and ideological positions, ultimately fracturing the Arabic Renaissance
project into attitudes of absolute adoption, total rejection, or conditional acceptance. In
analyzing the theses of these contending factions, this study ultimately demonstrates that
any genuine renaissance project must be organically generated from within the
civilization itself. Crucially, such self-reliance does not imply a rupture with the past
which constitutes identity nor does it mean isolation from the contemporary era, which
remains an undeniable reality.
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